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MLA Works Cited Page: Books 
 

When you are gathering book sources, be sure to make note of the following 

bibliographic items: author name(s), book title, publication date, publisher, place of 

publication. The medium of publication for all “hard copy” books is Print. 

 

Basic Format 

The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first 

name format. The basic form for a book citation is: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year 

of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

Book with One Author 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. 

Print. 

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print. 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author 

names appear in first name last name format. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer 

Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

If there are more than three authors, you may choose to list only the first author 

followed by the phrase et al. (Latin for "and others") in place of the subsequent 

authors' names, or you may list all the authors in the order in which their names 

appear on the title page. (Note that there is a period after “al” in “et al.” Also note 

that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”). 

Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications 

for Expanding the Teaching of Composition. Logan: Utah State UP, 2004. 

Print. 
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Book with No Author 

List by title of the book. Incorporate these entries alphabetically just as you would 

with works that include an author name. For example, the following entry might 
appear between entries of works written by Dean, Shaun and Forsythe, Jonathan. 

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece 

as you would any other work in a collection but do not include the publisher 

information. Also, if the reference book is organized alphabetically, as most are, do 

not list the volume or the page number of the article or item. 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. 

 


